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SUBJECT: FERTILIZER SHORTAGE IN JAMAICA 

1 . THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR OE JAMAICA IS FACING A 
POTENTIAL CRISIS DUE TO A SUDDEN SHORTAGE IN THE 
AVAILABILITY OF FERTILIZERS. EXTREME SHORTAGES OF 
NITROGEN BASED FERTILIZERS, AMMONIA SULFATES, UREA, 

AND MIX FERTILIZERS HAVE DEVELOPED. 

2. ACCORDING TO MINISTER OE STATE EOR AGRICULTURE 
DESMOND LEAKEY, THE SHORTAGES ARE DUE TO A PROTRACTED 
STRIKE BY STEVEDORES AGAINST THE 

ANTILLES CHEMICAL 

COMPANY, JAMAICA'S LEADING FERTILIZER PRODUCER. 

DURING THE LAST WEEK, ONE SHIP LOADED WITH NITROGEN WAS 
TURNED AWAY WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO OEFALOAD ITS CARGO. 

MR. LEAKEY SAID THE MINISTRY OF LABOR WAS ATTEMPTING 
TO AMELIORATE THE STRIKE 

THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
THE STEVEDORES 
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AND ANTILLES CHEMICAL OEFICIALS. 

3. HARDEST HIT BY THE SHORTAGES ARE SUGAR AND 
BANANAS, BOTH OF JAMAICA’S LARGEST FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
EARNING CROPS. A SPOKESMAN FOR ONE OE THE ISLAND'S 
LARGEST CANE AND BANANA PRODUCERS SAID HIS EIRM HAD 
BEEN UNABLE TO OBTAIN ANY ADDITIONANAL FERTILIZERS 
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SINCE THE BEGINNING OE THE GROWING SEASON. THE 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE REPORTED THE SITUATION HAD 

BECOME SO GRAVE THAT THE SUGAR INDUSTRY AUTHORITY WAS 

CONDUCTING A STUDY TO DETERMINE THE EFFECTS OF THE 

SHORTAGE ON HARVEST 

PROJECTIONS 

IRVING 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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